
  LEGAL THINKING FOR THE LENIENT SYSTEM FOR ADMISSION OF GUILT AND ACCEPTANCE OF PUNISHMENT IN CHINA 9

Sino European Forum 

 

Legal Thinking for The Lenient System for Admission of 

Guilt and Acceptance of Punishment in China:  

From the Perspective of the Accused’s Right to Repent 

Prof. dr. Wang Enhai  

Abstract  

The accused has the right to repent in application of the Lenient System for Admission of 

Guilt and Acceptance of Punishment. The procuratorial organs and courts do not need 

to separately examine the reasons for repentance, but these reasons can be used as basis 

for convicting and sentencing. The problem issue is an eternal theme—fairness and 

efficiency. The author holds that the Lenient System for Admission of Guilt and 

Acceptance of Punishment does not apply to cases of statutory sentence for life 

imprisonment or death penalty. At the same time, the court should issue the sentencing 

standards for relevant crimes as soon as possible. In addition, in cases where the 

procuratorial organs recommend applying to the system, the court has the power to 

decide not to apply. 
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I. Context 

Measures for Piloting the Lenient 

System for the Admission of Guilt and Acceptance of Punishment in Criminal Cases in 

Some Areas

Draft Amendment to the Criminal Procedure Law
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II. The accused has right to repent in the phase of examination and 

prosecution 

                                                       

Reflections on Lenient System for Admission of Guilt and Acceptance of Punishment 

– A Comment on the Related Provisions Under the Draft Amendment Criminal Procedures Amendment

How to Treat the Accused who Repent After Signing the Recognizance to Admit 

Guilt and Accept Punishment

the Draft Interpretation to 

the Decision on the Authorization of Some Areas to Initiate the Pilot Program of The Lenient System for 

Admission of Guilt and Acceptance of Punishment,
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III. The motive to admit guilt and accept punishment shall not be used 

as reasons for the procuratorial organ’s protest 
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Rules of Criminal Procedure 

of the People's Procuratorate (for Trial Implementation)

the Supreme People’s Procuratorate’s Rules

                                                       

Repent the Confession of a Drug Trafficking? Add to Another Six Months in Prison!

Limitation of Appeal Right in Cases of Lenient Punishment for Guilty Plea

Multi-site Prosecutors Protested for the Accused’s Appeal After Repentance for 

Pleading Guilty! Result is Either another Sentence or a Maintenance of the original judgment,
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the Supreme People’s 

Procuratorate’s Rules  

. 
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mens rea actus 

reus

the Supreme People’s 

Procuratorate’s Rules

The Interim Report of the 

Supreme People's Court and the Supreme People's Procuratorate on the Pilot Program of 

the Lenient System for Guilt-Admission and Punishment-Acceptance in Criminal Cases in 

Some Areas

IV. The elaboration on the lenient system for admission of guilt and 

acceptance of punishment 
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